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I
t is believed that the traditions 
of wine-making in Hungary 
predate the Roman influence. 

The Hungarian word for wine ‘Bor’ 
does not derive from the Latin word 
‘vino’ – and this makes this wine 
country unique in all of Europe. 

Straddled between the 46°N 
and 49°N latitudes (the location 
benchmark that is France) in a 
land-locked country, the vines 
were introduced to the fertile lands 
made up mostly of volcanic soils 
on the banks of the Danube. A 
continental climate creates ideal 
conditions for Hungarian wines to 
be crafted.

The rise in the prominence of 
Hungarian wines around Europe 
was led by the to-die-for iconic 
dessert wines from Tokaji – a region 
where the world’s first vineyard 
classification in the 18th century 
was based on the soil, exposure to 
sun, incline of the slope incline and 
propensity to ‘noble rot’. Favourites 
with almost all the Royal Courts of 
Europe, the wines of Tokaji were 
famously christened by the Sun 
King Louis XIV of France “Vinum 
Regum, Rex Vinorum” – the Wine of 
Kings, and the King of Wines.

A ministerial decree defines the 22 
wine regions in Hungary – each 
having a very distinct microclimate 
that produces specific styles 

and tastes. The rich and diverse 
native varietals originating in 
Hungary such as Ezerjó, Furmint, 
Hárslevelű, Juhfark, Kéknyelű, 
Kadarka, Kékfrankos have 
dominated in the post-phylloxera 
plantings and have created a 
following around the world for their 
unique characteristics. 

Modern wine-making is Hungary 
was revived in the nineties by a 
group of visionary private winery 
owners who invested in modern 
techniques to successfully 
rehabilitate the international 
reputation that had been severely 
damaged by the “quantity – not 
quality” mantra of communist-era 
collectivisation.

The range of Hungarian wines – 
from light and fresh and fruity to 
robust and spicy and full bodied 
to the varying degrees of sweetness 
and balance – are so diverse that 
those adventurous enough to dip 
into the Pandora’s Box will find one 
to suit their taste. 

FINE presents a collection of 
tasting notes from our experiences 
with Hungarian wines. It was the 
generosity of the Ambassador 
of Hungary in India, H.E. Gyula 
Pethő, that whet our appetite. And 
our maiden trip to Budapest found 
us being treated to gems from the 
Treasure Chest!

Experiences

Hungarian Wines
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Grand Tokaj

Gróf Buttler
Dúzsi Tamás Kekfrankos Rose 

Szekszard 2016
Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Szekszard.

Varietal 100% Kekfrankos.

Appearance A subtle salmon hue.
Nose Light. Citrusy.

Palate Crisp, fruity and juicy. 
Grapefruit, strawberries and 
a hint of mango. Refreshing 
zestiness.

Finish Dry. Vibrant acidity.
Alcohol 13.5%

Verdict Classic. Pleasing aperitif.

Inside Information: Tamás Dúzsi is the king of 
rosés in Hungary – they’re always some of the 

most refreshing rosés around. His rosés are much 
awarded – have won every major international 
rosé contest. Aged in cool stainless steel tanks 

and bottled in the Spring. 

Bock Olaszrizling Villany 2017

Tasted June 2018

At Bock Bisztro, Budapest.

Region Siklós Városi-hegy in Villany.

Varietal 100% Olaszrizling.

Appearance Bright and clear yellow.
Nose Charming. Predominantly 

almonds.
Palate Fresh. Crisp celery.
Finish Neutral.

Alcohol 12.56%

Verdict Dry, easy drinking.

Inside Information: An indigenous varietal that 
accounts for around 60% of the white grapes in 
the country. Drawn from 36 year old vines grown 
on limestone and mixed loess soil. Controlled vat 

fermentation and reductive maturation. Made 
under the Protected Designation of Origin.

Chateau Vincent Tokaj Furmint 
Brut

Tasted April 2017

At Vino India Tasting, New Delhi.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal Furmint.

Appearance Pale lemon. A lovely rising 
mousse.

Nose Apricots and passion fruit. 
Subtle yeast.

Palate Ripe citrus fruits, honeydew 
melon, pineapple and 
cinnamon. Toasty.

Finish Balanced acidity. Minerally 
finish.

Dosage 9 gm/l

Alcohol 12%

Verdict Fresh, with a linear domination 
of fruit.

Inside Information: In 1996, Vencel Garamvári 
realised a dream to make his first sparkling 

wines taking the traditional French School as the 
basis but clearly with the domestic consumer 
as his prime target. Pre-disgorgement ageing 

between 24-36 months in the bottle. The family 
still manages the enterprise, which embodies the 
professional experience of nearly four decades of 
the founder and strives to meet his expectations 

of creating value.

Torley Hungaria Extra Dry

Tasted June 2018

At Brasserie & Atrium at 
Corinthia, Budapest.

Region Etyek-Buda.

Appearance Very sparkly. Pale yellow.

Nose Buttery. Ripe fruits and 
walnuts.

Palate Green apples. Rounded acidity. 
Finish Fruity. Fun.

Dosage 5.4 g/l
Alcohol 11.5%

Verdict Bubbles for fun.

Inside Information: The Torley Group is the 
oldest sparkling wine producer in Hungary with 

an experience of around 130 years. Since 1955, 
Hungaria is a part of Torley. Only special and 
unique technologies are used, majority of the 

range are made in the Méthode Transvasée – a 
very laborious method which is highly successful, 
since this procedure ensures that the sparkling 

wine contained in each and every bottle is of 
the same quality. That makes it possible for the 

consumer to enjoy the same refreshing sparkling 
wine experience every time – to foster the claim 
“indulge in the moment and reveal the evening’s 

true character”. 
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Bodvin Aldomas Furmint Tokaj 
2012

Tasted April 2017

At Vino India Tasting, New Delhi.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal Furmint.

Appearance Golden.
Nose Varied. Whiff of vanilla, roasted 

nuts. Strong leather (like in a 
shoe store).

Palate Caramelised and woody. 
Finish Balanced acidity with a 

minerally finish.
Alcohol 14.5%

Verdict Heady.

Inside Information: A family business since 
2000, Bodvin was founded in 1992 as a joint 

venture with the Americans. A very modern winery 
in the region. 10 hectares are farmed in Mád. 7 
hectares are owned by Gábor Orosz. It is difficult 
to separate Gábor from his winery – wine is his 

hobby – he works to collect rich experiences and 
shares his knowledge with peers. 

Dubicz 1014 Chardonnay Matrai 
2016

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Mátra.

Varietal 100% Chardonnay.

Appearance Clear, light lemon yellow with 
hints of green.

Nose Buttery. Pineapple and 
gooseberries. Richly seasoned 
vanilla.

Palate Citrusy. Oaky. Sweet orange, 
pear, summer apple. 

Finish Light and dry with good acidity.
Alcohol 13.5%

Verdict An alternative Chardonnay.

Inside Information: The labels are very unique. 
They translate the natural phenomena of this 

wine region into an abstract set of symbols. Each 
wine has its own symbol depicting a characteristic 

natural treasure reduced to a geometric form, 
which then fades away vertically, much like the 

slopes of the Kékes mountain range.

Carpinus Hárslevelű Tokaji 2015
Tasted January 2019

At Hungarian Ambassador’s 
Residence, New Delhi.

Region Tokaji.

Varietal 75% Furmint, 25% Hárslevelű.
Appearance Light yellow.

Nose Pure. Complex. Floral, lime 
peel, honey and hint of 
elderflower.

Palate Flavourful. Structured. Peach 
and ripe tropical fruit.

Finish Silky and lingering.
Alcohol 13%

Verdict Summery.

Inside Information: Edit and István Bai embrace 
local values established by the wine families 

as they aim to make Carpinus a leading winery 
in the region that is “run sustainably without 

compromise” – and preserve the natural 
assets of the region. The Gyertyános vineyard 
is the largest planted in 1985 with East-South 
East exposure on particularly varied clay soils. 

Carpinus single vineyard wines express the 
individual attributes of the vineyards.

Dubicz Sauvignon Blanc Matrai 
2017

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Mátra.

Varietal 100% Sauvignon Blanc.

Appearance Pale grassy yellow.
Nose Very aromatic. Wild grass, 

floral and ripe fruit notes.
Palate Distinctive. Gooseberries and 

bodza (elderberry) with a hint 
of pear. Slightly gassy.

Finish Well balanced with medium 
body. Long lasting.

Alcohol 12.5%

Verdict A very aromatic charmer.

Inside Information: A history of over 100 years, 
Dubicz focus mainly on white wines from their 

123 hectares of own vineyard. Mátra region is up 
in the hills. Balancing the great conditions with 
tradition and latest technology, Dubicz makes 

quality wines that are everyday – fresh, aromatic 
and fruity with excellent value for money.
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Szent Tamás Mád Hárslevelű Tokaj 
2015

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Mád in Tokaji.

Varietal 100% Hárslevelű.
Appearance Lustrous pale yellow.

Nose Delicate. Lush apricots with 
hints of petroleum.

Palate Ripe and fruity. Citrusy. Honey. 
Finish Well-balanced sweetness and 

acids. Mineral aftertaste.
Alcohol 13%

Verdict A subtle medium dry Tokay.

Inside Information: The Tokaji region borders 
with Slovakia, where some were using the name. 

Protection was ensured and the world-famous 
Tokay wines are only from Hungary! The wines 
express the local minerality and represent the 

true terroir. Integrating more and more growers, 
who agree to focus on quality. In wine-making the 

focus is to preserve the fruitiness and prevent 
even the slightest oxidation. Vinlock glass 

stoppers are used as closures.

Kolonics Károly Somló Juhfark 2015

Tasted April 2017

At Tea and Wine at the T Club, 
New Delhi.

Region Somló.

Varietal 100% Juhfark.

Appearance Stunning yellow with gold 
reflexes.

Nose Non-explosive. Complex 
tarragon-lemongrass.

Palate Lovely extraction. Distinct 
walnut notes. Minerally and a 
touch of salt.

Finish Light petroleum aftertaste. A 
bit bitter at the end.

Alcohol 14%

Verdict For the new wave wine lovers.
Inside Information: The modest family dwellings 

owned by several generations are located in 
Apátság-dűlő on the south-side of the Somlo 

hill. The wines are made in the classical style, 
following restrictions on volume. Oak is used 

in the fermentation and ageing. The wines are 
typical to Somló and rich in minerals. Uniquely 
designed accommodation is open around the 
year to soak in the beautiful landscape of the 

Somló region.

Szepsy Furmint Tokaj 2016

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal 100% Furmint.

Appearance Yellow hues.
Nose Focussed. Smoky and 

minerally.
Palate Voluptuous. Citrusy. Lots of 

honey with white fruits.
Finish Bitter aftertaste.

Alcohol 13.5%

Verdict Complexity framed in oak.

Inside Information: His family has been making 
wines in the region since the 16th century and 
they are inseparable. István Szepsy is ageing 

himself (almost 70 years old), but like his wines, 
very gracefully. He is an icon in the region, 

much awarded including as the Winemaker of 
the Year and the Aszú King. He balances the 

traditions and culture of the land with modern 
influences. The 52 hectares of vineyards include 

high-pitched, stony, steep slopes planted with 
vines with an average age over 40 years to make 
wines. Produces the best quality grapes without 
compromise. Worldwide recognition for his dry 
wines from the Mád village using the Furmint 

that are set in mildly fired Zemplén barrels for the 
40 month maturation. Some say this is the new 

Golden age of the Tokaj wine region.

Gunzer Tamas Mont Blanc Villany 
2017

Tasted June 2018

At Lounge at Ferenc Liszt 
International Airport, Budapest.

Region Villany.

Varietal Ottonel Muscat, Olasrizling, 
Chardonnay.

Appearance Pale green.
Nose A bit short. Reminds of 

petunias.
Palate Crisp. Green apple with mild 

carbonation.
Finish Rounded but bitter finish.

Alcohol 12%

Verdict Youthful.

Inside Information: Inspired by his parents and 
grandparents, Gunzer Tamas was fascinated by 
vines and wines. He received a 0.3 hectare plot 

(with a cellar) as a graduation gift from his father, 
to whom he remains grateful. The holding has 

now been upped to 45 hectares. European funds 
allowed investment in production facilities for 
330,000 bottles. The next generation, Roland, 
is already the head of wine-making and strives 

to produce youthful wines in which he can show 
himself.
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Szöllősi Cserszegi Fűszeres 
Neszmélyi 2016

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Ászár-Neszmély.

Varietal 100% Cserszegi Fűszeres.
Appearance Pale yellow with green tinges.

Nose Aromatic. Floral and spicy.
Palate Lightly sweet, fruity and lively 

acidity. Very pleasant.
Finish Lasting. Lean and clean.

Alcohol 12%

Verdict Hungarian answer to Alsace 
Gewürztraminer!

Inside Information: Hungarian Winemaker of the 
Year 2015, Mihály Szöllősi, sadly passed away 
soon after this wine was released. The highest 

rated farm in the region – Taj Grébicshegy is the 
home to the 5.5 hectare Cserszegi plantation. 

Guyot plantings on clay, loess, brown forest 
soil. Spring 2015 was very early in the year and 
Summer 2015 was warmer than the average of 
many years. Hand harvesting made gentle and 

selective selection possible. 

Bock Cabernet Franc Single 
Vineyard Villany Fekete-Hegy 2014

Tasted June 2018

At Bock Bisztro, Budapest.

Region Fekete-Hegy in Villany.

Varietal 100% Cabernet Franc.

Appearance Deep garnet.
Nose Expressive. Ripe cherries and 

dried fruit.
Palate Fruit forward. Berries, 

chocolate, tobacco. Oaky.
Finish Well rounded.

Alcohol 15.05%

Verdict A robust red.

Inside Information: Bock produces wine only 
in best vintages – not every year. 16 year old 

vines are growing on limestone and mixed 
loess. Cabernet France is the main grape for the 

region. The wine is matured for 24 months in 
Hungarian and Slovenian oak barrels. Oak is used 

very elegantly – not too much in the face. This 
premium red wine is a Protected Designation of 

Origin. 3,800 bottles were made.

Villa Patzay Rizling 2017

Tasted June 2018

At Veritas Winebar, Budapest.

Region Villany.

Varietal 70% Olaszrizling, 30% Riesling.

Appearance Light yellow.
Nose Green apple and green 

almond. Minerally.
Palate Rich, round and creamy. White 

pepper.
Finish Long finish.

Alcohol 11.5%

Verdict A pleasant on-the-go wine.

Inside Information: Patzay estate is home to the 
Villa Pátzay Borhotel, which sits on the top of a 
dormant volcano in Badacsony. Surrounded by 

vineyards, not only are the panoramic views from 
the Villa breath-taking, it has all facilities that are 

expected from a modern hotel.

Bock Capella Single Vineyard Blend 
Villany 2011

Tasted June 2018

At Bock Bisztro, Budapest.

Region Ördögárok, Fekete-Hegy, 
Jammertal in Villany.

Varietal 60% Cabernet Franc, 30% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% 
Merlot.

Appearance Glass-coating dark cherry.
Nose Concentrated. Smattering of 

red fruit and hints of leather.
Palate Well-rounded smooth tannins. 

Abundant ripe blackcurrant, 
blueberries, black plums with 
coffee and dark chocolate.

Finish Full bodied and long.
Alcohol 16%

Verdict So old world style.

Inside Information: A typical Bordeaux blend 
sourced from the best estates – Cabernet Franc 

from Fekete-Hegy, Cabernet Sauvignon from 
Jammertál and Merlot from Ördögárok. This 

wine is produced every 4th year. Usually rather 
high in alcohol. Goes through 100% malolactic 

fermentation. 24 months in 2nd or 3rd use 
barrique and another 36 months in bottle, so 

minimum 5 years before selling. 
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Gróf Buttler Egri Bikaver 2015

Tasted June 2018

At Kollazs at Four Seasons 
Gresham Palace, Budapest.

Region Eger.

Varietal 27% Kékfrankos, 26% Merlot, 
18% Pinot Noir, 13% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 7% Kadarka.

Appearance Deep red.
Nose Soil like. Forest fruits and 

spices.
Palate Toasty. Prunes, black cherries, 

cloves. 
Finish Rich and lasting.

Alcohol 13%

Verdict Earthy.

Inside Information: The Gróf Buttler Winery was 
founded in Eger in 1999 with the oenological 

philosophy of making ‘perfect’ wine by traditional 
wine-making methods and the least possible 
intervention. With 36 hectares, the wines are 
exclusively made from the grapes harvested 
on own cultivated vineyards. The Nagy-Eged 

plantation is 500 metres above sea level, making 
it the highest vine plantations in Hungary – 
complete southern exposure, 20-30% slope 

gradient, gritty, limestone soil and the continuous 
air flow – all contribute to a special microclimate 
that likens this parcel to a true Grand Cru terroir. 
The wines come with a guarantee of a unique, 

incomparable experience of the terroir.

Bock Libra Single Vineyard Blend 
2012

Tasted June 2018

At Bock Bisztro, Budapest.

Region Ördögárok, Fekete-Hegy, 
Jammertal in Villany.

Varietal 50% Cabernet Franc, 25% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 25% 
Merlot.

Appearance Deeply intense colour – almost 
verging on black.

Nose Oaky. Red berries coated with 
vanilla.

Palate Full-bodied. Over ripe fruit 
with tobacco and very strong 
chocolate.

Finish Dominant tannins.
Alcohol 15%

Verdict Bold new worldish.

Inside Information: Another Bordeaux blend 
of varying percentages made by the younger 

generation. 24 months in first use French and 
Hungarian oak barrels. Some experimentation 
with Slovenian oak. This wine is made every 4 
years. A bit closed, allow it to open up to entice 

you.

Bock Magnifico Single Vineyard 
Selection Villany 2007
Tasted June 2018

At Bock Bisztro, Budapest.

Region Ördögárok in Villany.

Varietal 100% Merlot.

Appearance Deep maroon.
Nose Exuberant. Mature. Dates and 

prunes with strong influence of 
tobacco.

Palate Full bodied. Concentrated. 
Ripe fruits steeped in rum. 
Soft tannins.

Finish Enticingly long. A hint of 
‘anardana churan’ (Indian 
digestive).

Alcohol 16%

Verdict An explosion of superabundant 
flavours.

Inside Information: The exceptional quality comes 
from the special selection from the vineyard, 

available only in exceptional years. The wine’s 
name is inspired by Il Magnifico Lorenzo Medici. 
100% malolactic fermentation and 24 months in 
new first use barrique. Only 4 vintages have been 

produced in 20 years. 6700 bottles only.

Bock Royal Cuvée Villany 2013

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Villany.

Varietal Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Cabernet Franc, Pinot Noir.

Appearance Dark garnet.

Nose Eruption of ripe blackcurrants 
and blackberries. Spicy.

Palate Complex. Herbaceous, 
leathery, smoky, chocolate – a 
bit rustic. Vanilla oak.

Finish Long with puckery tannins, but 
stays fresh.

Alcohol 13.74%

Verdict When you mix Bordeaux and 
Burgundy blends.

Inside Information: The Tokaji region borders 
with Slovakia, where some were using the name. 

Protection was ensured and the world-famous 
Tokay wines are only from Hungary! The wines 
express the local minerality and represent the 

true terroir. Integrating more and more growers, 
who agree to focus on quality. In wine-making the 

focus is to preserve the fruitiness and prevent 
even the slightest oxidation. Vinlock glass 

stoppers are used as closures.

Juhfark
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Kovacs Nimrod Rhapsody Eger 

Bikaver Monopole 2014
Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Eger.

Varietal Kékfrankos, Pinot Noir, Syrah, 
Merlot, Cabernet Franc.

Appearance Bright garnet red.
Nose Cranberries. Oak.

Palate Vegetal and green peppers. 
Cherries. Dry tannins. 
Minerally.

Finish Medium finish with slightly 
bitter aftertaste.

Alcohol 13%

Verdict A harmonious Hungarian 
symphony.

Inside Information: Selected from own Premier 
Cru terroirs, the wines owe their characters to the 

granite and tufa laden soils. The microclimate 
of Bogács Lake lends fresh and fruity balanced 

flavours. The winery is housed in seven 
continuous cellars on the historic Verőszala Street 
in Eger. The wines are made in the tradition from 

the 18th century – where wine press houses 
were just above the cellars and once the grapes 

were pressed and the juice fermented, wines 
were stored in barrels in the cool cellars below – 

with 21st century technology. 

Sauska Cabernet Sauvignon Villany 
2015

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Villany.

Varietal 100% Cabernet Sauvignon.

Appearance Deep purple with red hues.
Nose Aromatic. Anise, mint and dill. 

Subtle oak.
Palate Black forest fruit with cherries 

and chocolate. Jammy.
Finish Bold and lively. Muscular 

tannins.
Alcohol 13%

Verdict An unforgettable mouthfeel.

Inside Information: Established in the year 
2000 by the Hungarian entrepreneur Christian 

Sauska in a historic building in Tokaj once known 
as the Citizens' Casino. This family-run winery 

produces wines using a blend of indigenous and 
international varietals using fruit from their Tokaj 

and Villány vineyards. With a young, talented 
and passionate staff, the founding family fulfil 

their desire to make world-class wines – that are 
precise, elegant and uniquely Hungarian. Sauska 

has been granted a special logo for the wine 
region of Villany – just like an AOC in France – a 

special flower which only grows in this region. 

Gunzer Zoltan Kadarka 2012

Tasted April 2017

At Vino India Tasting, New Delhi.

Region Ordogarok and Bocor in Villany.

Varietal 100% Kadarka.

Appearance Light ruby.
Nose Rose and lavender. Plum and 

some oaky spiciness.
Palate Red fruit preserve, bramble 

and black cherry. Hints of 
cedar.

Finish Bitter and nutty. Structured 
acidity.

Alcohol 13.5%

Verdict An afternoon well spent.

Inside Information: Zoltan Günzer started with a 
plantation of 0.5 hectare. This is now 25 hectares 
that deliver 150,000 bottles per year. He insisted 

on making the best use of the natural vales of 
the vineyards, with attention given to the local 

particularities. But keeps an eye on investments 
in technology, because “really good wines require 
both grapes of excellent quality and technological 

perfection”.

Günzer Tamás Portugieser Villany 
2017

Tasted June 2018

At Lounge at Ferenc Liszt 
International Airport, Budapest. 

Region Villany. 

Varietal 100% Portugieser.

Appearance Purplish.
Nose Clean. Ripe fruit. Red berries.

Palate Ripe strawberries and 
raspberries.

Finish Medium bodied. Short. Some 
tannins.

Alcohol 12%

Verdict Let’s have another.

Inside Information: Tamás Günzer Winery is 
located in a very charming historic cellar in the 
wine region of Villány and has been welcoming 

guests since 1998. They put a lot of emphasis on 
the Ördögárok, whose microclimate and terrain 

features make it one of the best growing areas in 
the region. 
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Takler Szekszardi Bikaver Reserve 
2012

Tasted April 2017

At Tea and Wine at the T Club, 
New Delhi.

Region Szekszard.

Varietal Kekfrankos, Kadarka, Merlot, 
Cabernet Franc, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah.

Appearance Deep ruby.
Nose Opulent. Dark berries and 

dates. Smoky. Spicy.
Palate Dry. Juicy berries. Hints of 

cracked black pepper and 
roast coffee beans. Evident 
oak.

Finish Lasting. Grippy tannins.
Alcohol 14.5%

Verdict An icon of the region.

Inside Information: The Takler family been 
growing vines and making wines in Szekszárd 
since the 18th century alongside other wine 

making families, according to the settlement of 
Maria Teresia. The current winery was established 

in 1987 and is controlled by the “consultative 
board of three” – the father and his two sons. 
The “Takler Trio” farms 58 hectares in the best 

locations in the region.

Trieber Geza Kadarka Szekszard 
2013

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Szekszard.

Varietal 100% Kadarka.

Appearance Deep ruby red.
Nose Aromatic. Redberries. Oak.

Palate Re-iteration of the intense 
redberries. Some spice.

Finish Medium and balanced. 
Elegant.

Alcohol 14%

Verdict A clonal miracle.

Inside Information: The estate is on the fine 
slopes of the Szekszárd wine region, in which 

10 clones of Kadarka are grown on the eastern 
side. Currently on 5 hectares, it is expected that 

3 more hectares will be acquired in the near 
future. With an objective to preserve traditions, 

a balance between traditional and modern 
technology is struck in the cellar. This wine has 

been barrel aged for 18-24 months. 

SzekszardSt. Andrea Áldás Egri Bikavér 2012

Tasted November 2017

At Hungarian Table 
Choreographies, New Delhi.

Region Eger.

Varietal 50% Kékfrankos, 26% Merlot, 
18% Cabernet Franc, 5% Pinot 
Noir, 1% Menoir.

Appearance Deep dark ruby.
Nose Potpourri of black fruit and 

pepper.
Palate Vibrantly fruity and spicy. 

Complex. Chocolate and 
tobacco.

Finish Velvety and structured. Full 
bodied.

Alcohol 14%

Verdict Hold till 2022 for best drinking 
potential.

Inside Information: St. Andrea Wine Estate 
believe that the Eger wine region – at the foot of 
the Bükk mountains in the north-east of Hungary 

– is one of the most exciting wine regions of 
Hungary with unique possibilities. They aim to 
create terroir-specific character wines based 

on traditions and, at the same time, follow the 
requirements of today’s quality winemaking. Old 
varieties, like Olaszrizling, Hárslevelű, Furmint, 
Kadarka and Kékfrankos take priority here. An 
effort is made to know more about the terroirs 
and parcels, to improve cultivation and also to 

adjust the winemaking to suit best the different 
varieties. They put their heart and soul into 

understand the essence of our earthly mission. 

Takler Görögszói Kékfrankos 2011

Tasted June 2018

At Kollazs at Four Seasons 
Gresham Palace, Budapest.

Region Szekszárd.

Varietal 100% Kékfrankos.

Appearance Deep red.
Nose Concentrated bouquet of ripe 

fruit with some spices.
Palate Complex. Prunes, black 

cherries, cloves.
Finish Long. Soft tannins.

Alcohol 14%

Verdict Elegance in the glass.

Inside Information: The fruit is taken from one 
of the best-known and most favoured Görögszó 

vineyard (named after the Greek monks who 
once live here) which is on the most noted slopes 
of the Szekszárd wine region. Only 3570 bottles 
of this single vineyard wine were produced. In 

2011, the vineyards flourished at the beginning 
of summer, undisturbed by wind or rain and 

then received the right amount of precipitation. 
Perfect maturity in the clusters for harvest in early 

October. 
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Barta Oreg Kiraly Dulo Tokaj 
Szamorodni 2013

Tasted April 2017

At Tea and Wine at the T Club, 
New Delhi.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal Furmint, Harslevelu, Muscat 
Blanc a Petits Grains.

Appearance Light bright gold.
Nose Orange peel, apricots and 

honey with hints of sweet 
spices.

Palate Sweet lime, lychee, mangoes, 
honeycomb, caramel toffee 
and a bit of hazelnut. Lovely 
balance of ripe fruit and 
nuances of botrytis.

Residual sugar 115 g/l
Alcohol 11.67%

Verdict Standout cloying sweetness.

Inside Information: In the 19th century, the 
extravagant Russian Czar who was very fond 
of the “wines of the gods”, rented a village in 
the region of Tokaj from the Austro-Hungarian 

monarchy. About a dozen officers from his military 
were commissioned to stay in that village with 
clear orders – choose the best wines for the 

Czar. But the better part of the job was to taste 
all the wines and obviously get drunk. In the 21st 
century, Barta offers you a similar option. Stay in 
the historic Rákóczi-Aspremont mansion on the 

estate in the village of Mád and taste the wines of 
the estate – to get drunk is your choice! 

Grand Tokaj Tokaji Aszú 6 
Puttonyos 2013

Tasted November 2017

At Hungarian Table 
Choreographies, New Delhi.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal 100% Furmint base wine 
with Hárslevelű, Zéta, 
Kabar, Kövérszőlő, Yellow 
Muscat Aszú added during 
fermentation.

Appearance Golden yellow.
Nose Fresh dried apricots, 

nectarines and tropical fruits. 
Spring chamomile blossoms 
with a hint of pepper.

Palate Seductive. Jammy. Apricots 
and plums.

Finish Mouth-filling. Long lasting. 
Harmonious.

Alcohol 9%

Verdict No need for dessert.
Inside Information: This wine is made from 
100% aszú grapes – shrivelled berries fully 

encompassed by botrytis are harvested. The 
fermentation takes place in the Szegi cellar where 

this wine is let to age in 136-500 litre barrels 
for at least 18 months. The result is an exquisite 

quality wine. 

Grand Tokaji Late Harvest 
Sargamuskotaly Tokaj 2015

Tasted June 2018

At Sky Lounge at Corinthia, 
Budapest.

Region Mad, Tokaj.

Varietal 100% Sargamuskotaly.

Appearance Straw yellow.
Nose Locust flowers in fresh bloom 

and acacia.
Palate Creamy and smooth. 

Nectarines and honey. Hint of 
botrytis. Apricots and mint.

Finish Unending, flavourful and 
perfectly balanced.

Alcohol 9.5%
Residual Sugar 110 g/l

Verdict A truly noble wine.
Inside Information: Grand Tokaj is the leading 

Hungarian winemaker in state ownership, a 
guardian and protector of the national wine 

making tradition. With ownership of 54 hectares 
of vineyard and an astonishing 1050 hectares 
under contract, this is the largest winery in the 

historical Tokaj- Hegyalja wine region which 
is a coveted UNESCO World Heritage site. 

Modernisation of the facilities in 2013 saw a 
storage tank facility of 66,000 hectoliters and a 
10 million bottles bottling plant. In the vineyards, 
a geographic information system allows modelling 

of grape procurement and forward planning. All 
to ensure that Tokaj wines regain their rightful 

place.

Béres Tokaji Magita Cuvée 2016

Tasted December 2018

At Hungarian Ambassador’s 
Residence, New Delhi.

Region Tokaj.

Varietal 67% Hárslevelű, 30% Furmint, 
3% Sárgamuskotály.

Appearance Bright golden yellow.
Nose Enticing. Stone fruits. 

Christmas cake and spice.
Palate Lush texture. Ripe apricots, 

tropical fruits and honey.
Finish Lingering – almost everlasting. 

Defines balance.
Residual Sugar 103 g/l

Alcohol 11%

Verdict Nectar in the glass.
Inside Information: A very prestigious family 

owned, premium class, medium size winery in 
the Tokaj wine region that made its debut in 

2003. State-of-the-art technology and a modern 
outlook works the historical plots of their estate 

which is a total of 45 hectares and the wines are 
outstanding – with even higher promise. “Every 

single drop is Béres” conveys that the winery 
upholds proven Béres values of quality, reliability 

and perseverance. 
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